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INSV on Nemesia

Impatiens necrotic spot virus (INSV) often 
gets missed on nemesia.  Don’t let this 
one fool you!

by Nora Catlin, PhD
nora.catlin@cornell.edu

There have been numerous 
recent reports of Impatiens 
necrotic spot virus (INSV) on 
nemesia. INSV can cause a 
wide variety of symptoms on 
different hosts, which can 
sometimes make it challenging 
to recognize this disease.  
You can see the variety of 
symptoms in the previous 
e-Gro Alert, 4.29 A Pictorial 
Guide to Common Symptoms 
of INSV in Greenhouse 
Crops (http://www.e-gro.
org/pdf/2015_429.pdf).  
Recognizing INSV on nemesia 
is particularly challenging, and 
often gets missed. 

Instead of a striking mottling 
or a conspicuous ring spot as 
seen on some other plants, 
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INSV symptoms on nemesia 
(photo courtesy of Margery 

Daughtrey, Cornell University)
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on nemesia INSV typically causes necrotic lesions or 
browning, often on the stem, along the leaf mid-rib, 
and at the base of the leaves.  You can also see spots or 
ringspots on the leaves.  

Watch your plants very closely and be suspicious of 
spots, necrotic lesions, or dead or browning areas on the 
stems or leaves.  If you think it might be INSV, send to a 
diagnostic lab or contact your local extension specialist 
to have the diagnosis confirmed, or you can use an in-
house diagnostic kit such as ImmunoStrips® (Agdia, 
Inc.; www.agdia.com).  Catching symptoms early and 
discarding infected plants is the best way to keep this 
disease in check.  Be sure to monitor for and manage 
the thrips vector and be especially vigilant in your 
thrips management if INSV is present.  Find some great 
information and tips on thrips and thrips management in 
the e-Gro Alert, 4.08 Time for Thrips Already? (http://
www.e-gro.org/pdf/2015_418.pdf).

INSV symptoms on nemesia - browning near the leaf base.  
(photo courtesy of Margery Daughtrey, Cornell University)
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INSV symptoms on young nemesia plants.  
(photo courtesy of Margery Daughtrey, Cornell University)
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INSV on nemesia - leaf spots and 
lesions. (photo courtesy of Margery 
Daughtrey, Cornell University)

INSV on nemesia.  (photo courtesy of 
Margery Daughtrey, Cornell University)

INSV on nemesia. (photo courtesy of 
Margery Daughtrey, Cornell University)


