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Alert
Powdery Mildew 
on Rosemary

Numerous cases of powdery mildew have been 
seen this season in the greenhouse.  Keep an eye 
on your plants for the tell-tale white, powdery 

fungal growth of powdery mildew.

by Nora Catlin
nora.catlin@cornell.edu

Complaints about powdery 
mildew on rosemary are 
frequently heard from home 
gardeners – in the northeast 
we hear most complaints 
after gardeners bring their 
outdoor potted rosemary 
plants indoors for the winter.  
Typically powdery mildew 
doesn’t often trouble plants in 
production, but we’ve seen a 
few cases in greenhouses this 
year.

Luckily powdery mildew is 
easy to spot, so long as you 
are looking for it.  It’s easy 
when you are incredibly busy 
in spring to become lax about 
regularly scouting your plants, 
and problems like powdery 
mildew on rosemary might 
not be noticed until plants 
are getting picked for orders.  
Make every effort to stay 
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on top of scouting.  At the 
very least try to take a few 
moments as you pass by to 
look at your plants closely (be 
sure to check both the new 
and old foliage) for the white 
fungal growth of powdery 
mildew.

Photo Courtesy of Margery Daughtrey



2

e-GRO Alert - 2015

e-GRO Alert
www.e-gro.org

CONTRIBUTORS

Dr. Nora Catlin
Floriculture Specialist

Cornell Cooperative Extension -
Suffolk County

nora.catlin@cornell.edu

Dr. Chris Currey
Assistant Professor of Floriculture

Iowa State University
ccurrey@iastate.edu

Dr. Kristin Getter
Floriculture Outreach Specialist

Michigan State University 
getterk@msu.edu

Dan Gilrein
Entomology Specialist

Cornell Cooperative Extension -
Suffolk County

dog1@cornell.edu

Dr. Brian Krug
Floriculture Ext. Specialist

Univ. New Hampshire
brian.krug@unh.edu

Dr. Joyce Latimer
Floriculture Extension & Research

Virginia Tech 
jlatime@vt.edu

Dr. Roberto Lopez
Floriculture Extension & Research

Purdue University
rglopez@purdue.edu

Dr. Neil Mattson
Greenhouse Research & Extension

Cornell University
neil.mattson@cornell.edu

Dr. Paul Thomas
Floriculture Extension & Research

University of Georgia
pathomas@uga.edu

Dr. Brian Whipker
Floriculture Extension & Research

NC State University
bwhipker@ncsu.edu

Copyright © 2015

Where trade names, proprietary products, or specific 
equipment are listed, no discrimination is intended and 
no endorsement, guarantee or warranty is implied by 
the authors, universities or associations. 

Since rosemary is an herb, you won’t have many of your 
typical fungicides that are available for use on ornamental 
plants.  Read labels carefully.  Some products that are 
effective for powdery mildew management on rosemary 
include Bacillus subtilus products, potassium bicarbonate 
products, and horticultural and botanical oils.  Not all products 
will be approved for organic use.  For effective management, 
these products will need to be applied regularly (every week) 
and with good coverage.  Use caution when applying oils – if 
applied under poor drying conditions (overcast and humid), 
injury is likely to occur.

Cultural management strategies to help manage this disease 
are to keep humidity low in the greenhouse (less than 90%), 
maintain good plant spacing and air movement, don’t keep 
older infected plants near young healthy transplants, and use 
good sanitation practices.
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